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Professor Debashis Chatterjee steps down as IIM-K 

director  

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/140914/nation-current-affairs/article/professor-debashis-chatterjee-steps-

down-iim-k-director 

Mr Chatterjee, a Bengali who made Kozhikode his base, would go back to his former role as professor of 

organisational behaviour at IIM Lucknow. The new IIMK director would be decided later by the union 

government, said a press release by the IIMK. 

  

Prof. Chatterjee during his tenure transformed the IIMK into an institution of national impact and global 

reckoning. With over 21 years of teaching experience, he has tried  to create a hallmark of ‘Globalising Indian 

Thought.’ Prof Chatterjee also created history by increasing the enrolment of women up to 54 percent in the 

flagship post-graduate programme. 
 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/140914/nation-current-affairs/article/professor-debashis-chatterjee-steps-down-iim-k-director
http://www.deccanchronicle.com/140914/nation-current-affairs/article/professor-debashis-chatterjee-steps-down-iim-k-director
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IIT-Indore’s IAC gets rousing start 
— By FPJ Bureau,  September 13, 2014 01:03 am  

http://freepressjournal.in/iit-indores-iac-gets-rousing-start/ 

Indore : The Indian Institute of Technology Indore’s Industry-Academia Conclave (IAC)-2014 got off to a 

rousing start, on Friday. 

The inaugural day of the two-day conclave saw addresses from nearly 30 senior representatives from top-notch 

companies in the country. 

Representatives of many niche industries like Microsoft, IBM, TCS, Xilinx, Eicher Volvo, National 

Instruments, Freescale semiconductors, Siemens, Sasken Communication Technologies, Mahindra, Impetus, 

Cummins, CSC Technologies, CoreEL Technologies and Scientech Technologies would take part in the 

conclave are participating in the conclave which is aimed at exploring avenues of collaborative research with 

the support of the companies. 

Their year’s conclave theme is “Nurturing and unifying the cycle – Technology, Industry and Research.” 

Indore will be made tobacco-free: Collector 

Indore| Indore will be made a tobacco-free city. All the public places of the district will be made tobacco-free. 

This decision was taken in a district-level meeting chaired by Collector Akash Tripathi here, on Friday. Tripathi 

said that the Tobacco Control Act would be enforced strictly in the district to make it free from tobacco. 

Punitive action including penalty would be imposed against those who don’t follow the law. If somebody is 

found smoking at a hotel, bar, wine shop or a mall, the licence of the establishment would be canceled. For this, 

the cooperation of police and Nagar Nigam would be sought. Tripathi called for continuous programmes to 

increase awareness about the Tobacco Control Act and special activities in schools and colleges to make people 

aware of the ill-effect of tobacco. 

He asked the officials to make students take the pledge of not consuming tobacco. 

It was decided that the sale of psychotropic drugs would be banned from the vicinity of educational institutions. 

Signboards declaring public places as no-smoking zones will be installed. 
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CUs will Have to Follow UGC Time Frame  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/CUs-will-Have-to-Follow-UGC-Time-

Frame/2014/09/14/article2430475.ece 

CHANDIGARH:  All the Central Universities (CUs) have to complete their NAAC (National Assessment and 

Accreditation Council) accreditation as per the time frame set by the UGC.   

This was decided during the two day conference of Vice-Chancellors of Central Universities, which concluded 

here on Saturday. It was also decided that the UGC would take up the matter with the NAAC for opening 

Regional Centres to expedite the process of accreditation. A working group comprising Vice-Chancellors of the 

English and Foreign Languages University, University of Delhi, Central University of Gujarat and the JNU was 

also constituted for developing a framework for the National Ranking System. The group will submit its report 

within one month. 

The VCs were told to encourage the faculty in the CUs to offer free online courses to citizens under the Digital 

India initiative of SWAYAM (Study Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds) through the MOOCs 

platform created by the MHRD through IIT Mumbai. 

Also, National E-library has been envisaged as an online portal that will democratise access to knowledge by 

ensuring that quality content is available in a digital format to all citizens. It will become operational from the 

next academic year. 

It was decided that each Central University will display all relevant information on its website within a period 

of one month, including profile of teachers, calendar of activity, academic calendar, names of members of all 

statutory bodies alongwith their tenure, research output, information on budget, vacancy, tenure of Registrar, as 

well as that of the Finance Officer.  

Smriti Irani attends VCs' meet, but no talks with PU 

yet 

CHANDIGARH: Human resource development minister Smriti Irani, who is in the city to attend two-day vice-chancellors 
meet, addressed 39 VCs at Hotel Mountview on Friday. However, as was being speculated, there were no talks between 
Irani and officials of Panjab University. PU vice-chancellor Arun K Grover was not present at the meet. According to 
sources, Irani addressed the vice chancellors and told them that a ranking system should be worked out for Indian 
universities, on the lines of the Times Higher Education Rankings which had PU on the first spot in the country. 
 
She also told VCs attending the meet that all varsities should get NAAC accreditation done. The HRD ministry is mulling 
mandatory accreditation with the NAAC. Rooting for a national online resource library, Irani is also understood to have 
told VCs that a network should be created to link universities across the country and help students in far-flung areas 
who can access academic material via the e-library. The HRD minister also spoke about free online courses. Irani also 
discussed possibility of a single Act for central universities based on A M Pathan committee report. Irani will also be in 
the city on Saturday, when she will be visiting the BJP office as well. 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/CUs-will-Have-to-Follow-UGC-Time-Frame/2014/09/14/article2430475.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/CUs-will-Have-to-Follow-UGC-Time-Frame/2014/09/14/article2430475.ece
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Complete accreditation process, HRD ministry asks 

Central 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/complete-accreditation-process-hrd-ministry-asks-

central-114091300905_1.html 
Ignoring opposition from some quarters, HRD Ministry has asked all central universities to complete their National 

Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) accreditation as per UGC regulations.  

 

"UGC will take up the matter with NAAC for opening the Regional Centers to expedite the process of accreditation," said 

a government statement here today.  

 

So far only 10-12 of the 39 central universities are accredited. Older universities like Delhi University and new varsities 

have till now shied away from going through the process due to several reasons.  

 

UGC, governing higher education in the country, had in March, 2013 come out with a notification making it mandatory 

for all universities to get letters of accreditation within six months from NAAC.  

 

The NAAC is an autonomous body established by the UGC to assess and accredit institutions of higher education in the 

country.  

 

A working group of vice chancellors has also been constituted to frame guidelines on common admission, common 

curriculum, student mobility, faculty mobility and a national system of credit transfer.  

 

On the last day of the two-day vice chancellors retreat in Chandigarh, HRD Minister Smriti Irani today exhorted all VCs -- 

in wake of sexual harassment of a student in Viswa Bharati University -- to ensure prevention of sexual harassment of 

students and staff at all costs.  

 

It was also decided to form another working Group for developing a framework for the National Ranking System and 

submit its report within one month.  

 

The issue of holding a common admission and following a common curriculum was discussed, following which it was 

decided to set up a working group comprising of some VCs to frame guidelines.  

 

Older Universities such as DU and JNU, who hold their exams separately, are reported to be against a common 

admission programme. Officials said the issue would be taken up further after the guidelines are framed.  

 

Yesterday, HRD Minister Smriti Irani has discussed a single legislation proposal with the vice-chancellors of 39 central 

universities to govern all the central varsities and their comments have been sought on the issue.  

 

The Chandigarh meeting came after Irani had held similar interactions with directors of IITs and IIMs. 

 

 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/complete-accreditation-process-hrd-ministry-asks-central-114091300905_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/complete-accreditation-process-hrd-ministry-asks-central-114091300905_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Delhi
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Hrd+Minister
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Autodesk partners NPTEL to enhance skills of 

engineering graduates 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-09-12/news/53851153_1_autodesk-revit-us-based-design-

curricula 

MUMBAI: Design solutions major Autodesk has partnered National Programme on Technology Enhanced 

Learning (NPTEL) to enhance access of engineering students to professional 3D design tools, industry-relevant 

curricula, multimedia and web technology. 

NPTEL, a joint initiative by the seven Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and Indian Institute of Science 

(IISc), provides eLearning through online web and video courses in engineering, science and humanities 

streams. 

 

The US-based design, engineering and entertainment software firm signed a memorandum of understanding 

(MoU) with NPTEL yesterday, which aims to increase the number of skilled and industry-ready engineering 

graduates nationwide. 

Explaining the rationale behind the initiative, Autodesk Director Field Engagement Don Carlson told PTI: 

"India does not lack in supply of graduates, but that of qualified ones with the requisite technical skills and 

knowledge of industry workflows and best practices to hit the ground running." 

This MoU enables NPTEL to offer technical, faculty and industry support to develop industry-relevant 

educational programmes and certification, he added. 

NPTEL Coordinator (IIT Chennai) Mangala Sunder Krishnan said the issue is not with opening more 

institutions, but with finding qualified faculty in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM). 

"This initiative will help in making available top learning and skill building material to the students. It is the 

first time that NPTEL is partnering with a multinational to jointly develop curricula around design education 

that closely reflects industry demands and complements the existing national curricula," Krishnan said. 

It helps NPTEL to offer technical, faculty and industry support to develop relevant programmes and 

certification in science, engineering, humanities, arts, social sciences, law, agriculture and management via ICT 

tools, he added. 

This collaboration builds on the free access that all secondary and post-secondary academic institutions in India 

have to professional 3D design software from Autodesk via the Autodesk Academic Resource Center, including 

Autodesk Inventor, Autodesk Revit, Autodesk AutoCAD, Autodesk 3ds Max, and Autodesk Maya. 

NPTEL reaches 12 million users globally, 80 per cent of whom are from India, 6 per cent are from the US and 

the rest are spread out around the world. Within India, students form around 65 per cent of users while teachers 

form around 15 per cent.  

 

 

 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-09-12/news/53851153_1_autodesk-revit-us-based-design-curricula
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-09-12/news/53851153_1_autodesk-revit-us-based-design-curricula
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Indian%20Institutes%20of%20Technology
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Indian%20Institute%20of%20Science
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/NPTEL
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Don%20Carlson
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Autodesk%20Maya
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IIT-B’s student satellite in final stages, will hand 

over to ISRO next yea 

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/iit-bs-student-satellite-in-final-stages-will-hand-over-to-isro-

next-year/ 

Satellite programme ‘Pratham’, the brainchild of two IIT-Bombay students, is in its final stages of hardware 

testing. 

Initiated in 2007, after a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the institute and the Indian Space 

Research Organisation (ISRO), it is the first satellite programme started by students in the country. The satellite, 

however, missed its launch slot in 2012 owing to several reasons, including lack of manpower, administrative 

delay and technical glitches.  

According to students, the major problem, which significantly delayed Pratham, was that a number of senior 

team members passed out of college, leading to a lack of quality workforce in 2012. The programme almost 

went into cold storage with the stakeholders in a dilemma over whether to revive the programme or scrap it. 

Meanwhile, IIT-Kanpur’s nano-satellite ‘Jugnu’ was launched into space by ISRO in 2011.  

“In December 2012, the team was on the verge of finishing their work and almost all the tests were successfully 

conducted at the ISRO satellite centre in Bangalore. We, however, could not get the launch slot. In the 

meantime, most of the seniors, who were part of the project, graduated. The programme had seen four project 

managers between 2007 and 2012. We started contemplating whether we should shut the programme. After a 

discussion with faculty members, it was decided that there was no point in closing the project as several 

research papers had already been published and lot of hard work had gone into the initiative,” said Shantanu 

Shahane, project manager, Pratham. 

Accordingly, a team of 20 students was selected in April 2013 and trained for the project. A second round of 

recruitment was done subsequently. “At present, we have a dedicated team of 40, of which around 15 are new 

and in the process of being trained,” he added. 

The Rs 1.5-crore project is nearing its end with final tests being carried out at IIT-Bombay. The students are 

now busy testing the electrical hardware under simulated space-like conditions. The MoU with ISRO has now 

been extended till March 2016, and the current handover date is April 2015. 

Once successfully in orbit, Pratham will record the electron count of the ionosphere, which can be used for 

tsunami alerts and also to increase the accuracy of Global Positioning System in India. “The project is running 

as per schedule and by April 2015, the complete satellite will be handed over  to ISRO. They will subsequently 

decide upon a launch date,” said Shahane. 

- See more at: http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/iit-bs-student-satellite-in-final-stages-will-hand-

over-to-isro-next-year/#sthash.JXcDc5j8.dpuf 
 

 

 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/iit-bs-student-satellite-in-final-stages-will-hand-over-to-isro-next-year/
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/iit-bs-student-satellite-in-final-stages-will-hand-over-to-isro-next-year/
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IISc takes up research on jewels with in-built 

sensors 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/430888/iisc-takes-up-research-jewels.html  

How would you like it if a sensor in your diamond ring or locket, could at the press of a button, open a 

car garage, get your cellphone to play music or even measure pulse rate?This may soon be a reality as 

research on jewels with in-built sensors and cognitive capabilities, is being undertaken by IISc’s Robert 

Bosch Centre for Cyber-Physical Systems. The project, first taken up by the Centre for Product Design 

and Manufacturing (CPDM), aims to build a collection of jewels with sensing capabilities. “For instance, 

with just the press of a button on a ring or locket, say made of diamond, one can put a mobile phone into 

silent or ringing mode. The ring and locket can also get your cell phone to play music, which can also 

come in handy when searching for one’s misplaced mobile,” scholars at the Robert Bosch Centre said. 
 

There is also a health function that the piece of jewellery can perform. The person who wears it can get his or 

her pulse rate measured. There can also be exchange of contact information when two persons shake hands, 

possible when both persons wear a similar piece of jewellery with an in-built sensor. This was demonstrated 

under the Master of Design (MDES) research programme. 

 

There are other popular functions that jewellery with sensors can perform, such as opening a car garage, 

switching on music, TV and DVD systems. Then there is the recognition of movement, very similar to the sixth 

sense technology, made famous by MIT graduate Pranav Mistry. This project was premised on the belief that 

wearable computing and digital information could act in addition to the five traditional senses. The device has 

also been described as a name for extra information supplied by a wearable computer, like the device Mistry 

had built - “WuW” (Wear your World). Going by this, the diamond with a sensor can act as the sixth sense. 

 

The sixth sense technology works with a pocket projector, mirror and a camera, all contained in a head-

mounted, handheld or pendant-like, wearable device. 

The projector and the camera are connected to a mobile computing device in the user’s pocket. The projector 

projects visual information, enabling surfaces, walls and physical objects around us to be used as interfaces. The 

camera recognises and tracks users' hand gestures and a software program processes the video stream data 

captured by the camera and tracks the locations of the coloured markers at the tips of the user’s fingers, which 

are interpreted as gestures. Once done, one can interpret messages that are being conveyed by gestures. 
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